My Thoughts and Actions
weakening our war spirit, which should at all costs have been strengthened ? They made our people yearn for peace, without making the enemy ready for it. In fact, they made peace more difficult of attainment, as the Entente knew all about the state of feeling in our country, and used it for their own purposes. These idealists also impeded the efforts of the General Staff to make the enemy more inclined for peace by those means which alone lead to success in war. In spite of all their idealism they are responsible for the misfortunes of our country.
I know of no time when the attitude of the enemy justified our hope for a fair and just peace by understanding. Everything that has been said or written on this subject is wide of the mark. The Government never indicated to General Headquarters a possible opening for such a peace.
No doubt we could at any moment have had such a peace as has now been forced upon us. What Chancellor, what statesman, what man with true German feeling in his blood would have even thought of it ? But everyone might have known perfectly well that no other peace was to be had, and so there was nothing for it but to fight for victory, once the war had started.
Towards the end Count Czernin evidently thought as I did, although he, too, would not admit the truth. In his speech of the nth December, 1918, he said :
" The best we could hope for was to take advantage of a favourable military situation, such as might still be expected, to propose a peace which, while involving considerable sacrifices, would" perhaps have had a chance of being accepted by the enemy. But the more brilliant their successes, the more exacting did the German military leaders become, and after their great victories it was less possible than ever to persuade them to such a policy of renunciation.
" I believe that there actually was one, and only one, moment in the course of this war when such an attempt really seemed very likely to succeed, and that was after the famous battle of Gorlice."
The battle of Gorlice was fought in May, 1915. Subsequently, therefore—according to Count Czernin—there was no chance
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